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0 under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 
3 no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 



Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. If the 
applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the priority claim, must 
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entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 



In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 m 
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Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner for Patents 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 



Form PCT/ISA/220 (April 2002) 



Authorized officer 
MarkH. Paschall 
Telephone No. 703 308-0861 



(See notes on accompanying sheet) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
5074A-01POA 



FOR FURTHER 
ACTION 



International application No. 
PCT/US02/ 17228 



International filing date (day/month/year) (Earliest) Priority Date {day /month/year) 
03 June 2002 (03.06.2002) 04 June 2001 (04.06.2001) ^ 



Applicant 

SURGICAL NAVIGATION TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is 
applicant according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of sheets. 

It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



□ 



□ 

□ 
□ 

With 

□ 



of the Report 

With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
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been furnished. 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (See Box II). 
regard to the title, 

the text is approved as submitted by the applicant, 
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With regard to the al 

I I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
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Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 1 

as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures 

because the applicant failed to suggest a figure, 
because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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The technical features mentioned in the abstract do not include a reference sign between parentheses (PCT Rule 8.1(d)). 
NEW ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus for electromagnetic navigation of a surgical probe (20) near a metal object. The electromagnetic 
navigation system includes a transmitter coil array (12) and a shield (54). The coil transmitter coil array (12) has a plurality of 
transmitter coils (62) and is operable to generate the electromagnetic field to navigate the probe. The shield is positioned adjacent 
the metal object and is operable to shield the metal object from the electromagnetic field generated by the transmitter coil array, 
such that the shield (54) substantially reduces distortion of the electromagnetic field by the metal object. 
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